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Fall Coding Update: 
What You Need to Know

Table Rock Regional Roundup
Saturday, November 9, 2024

Speaker Financial Disclosure

• Joy Woodke, COE, OCS, OCSR

o Academy Director of Coding & Reimbursement

• Speaker has no financial relationships to disclose.

• All relevant financial relationships have been mitigated.
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Course Agenda

2025 Coding Update Preview LCD and LCA updates

Elevate Your Documentation Audit Excellence

CPT and Category III Codes

Implemented January 1 each year

For a link to NCCI edits, visit aao.org/coding-topics
after January 1, 2025
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Key Coding Changes for CY 2025

New/Deleted Codes

• Category III code 0936T, 
photobiomodulation therapy

• CPT code 66683, implantation 
of iris prosthesis, including 
suture fixation and repair or 
removal or iris, when 
performed
• Replaces deleted Category 

III codes 0616T, 0617T, 
0618T

• CPT code 92137, optical 
coherence tomography (OCT), 
retina, including OCT 
angiography

Revised for 2025

• CPT codes, 92132, 92133, 
92134, optical coherence 
tomography (OCT) 

• Category III code, 0615T, eye 
movement analysis

Revalued for 2025

• CPT codes 66680, 66682, iris, 
ciliary body repair and suture

• CPT codes 92132, 92133, 
92134, OCT

6

New CPT: Iris Prosthesis (66683)
Category I Codes

Surgery/Eye and Ocular Adnexa/Anterior Segment/Iris, Ciliary Body/Repair

● 66683 Implantation of iris prosthesis, including suture fixation and repair

or removal of iris, when performed

►(Use 66683 in conjunction with 66825, 66830, 66840, 66850,

66852, 66920, 66930, 66940, 66982, 66983, 66984, 66985,

66986, 66987, 66988, 66989, 66991, for lens or intraocular lens

surgery[ies] performed concurrently)◄
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New CPT: Iris Prosthesis (66683)
Category I Codes

Surgery/Eye and Ocular Adnexa/Anterior Segment/Iris, Ciliary Body/Repair

►(Do not report 66683 in conjunction with 65800, 65810, 65815,

65865, 65870, 65875, 66020, 66030, 66500, 66505, 66600,

66625, 66630, 66635, 66680, 66682, 66770, 67500, 67515,

69990, for the same eye, same surgeon, or same operative

session)◄

►(For severing adhesions of anterior segment, incisional

technique, without concurrent iris prosthesis implantation, see 65865,

65870, 65875, 65880)◄

8

New CPT: Iris Prosthesis (66683)
Category I Codes

Surgery/Eye and Ocular Adnexa/Anterior Segment/Iris, Ciliary Body/Repair

►(For removal of iris tissue without concurrent iris prosthesis

implantation, see 66600, 66605, 66625, 66630, 66635)◄

►(For repair of iris without concurrent iris prosthesis implantation,

see 66680, 66682)◄
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Revised: OCT (92132, 92133, 92134)

▲92132 Scanning cComputerized ophthalmic diagnostic imaging (eg, 
optical coherence tomography [OCT]), anterior segment, with interpretation 
and report, unilateral or bilateral

(Do not report 92132 in conjunction with 0730T)

►(For computerized ophthalmic diagnostic imaging of the optic nerve

and retina, see 92133, 92134, 92137)◄

(For specular microscopy and endothelial cell analysis, use 92286)

(For tear film imaging, use 0330T)

Medicine/Ophthalmology/Special Ophthalmological Services

Revised: OCT (92132, 92133, 92134)

▲92133 Scanning cComputerized ophthalmic diagnostic imaging (eg,

optical coherence tomography [OCT]), posterior segment, with

interpretation and report, unilateral or bilateral; optic nerve

▲92134 retina

(Do not report 92133 and 92134 at the same patient encounter)

(For scanning computerized ophthalmic diagnostic imaging of the optic

nerve and retina, see 92133, 92134)

Medicine/Ophthalmology/Special Ophthalmological Services
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New: OCT with OCT angiography (92137)
Category I Codes

#● 92137 retina, including OCT angiography

►(Do not report 92133, 92134, 92137 at the same patient

encounter)◄

►(Report 92137 separately when performed at same encounter as

92235, 92240, 92242)◄

• Fluorescein dye – 92235

• Indocyanine green dye – 92240

• Fluorescein + ICG = 92242

• Now OCT with no infusion, just 
technology analysis – infusion 
free angiography = 92137

Retinal Angiography

Courtesy of Michael Repka, MD

IV fluorescein dye

OCT angiography – no dye
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Recent LCD activity
Cataract Surgery (WPS Only) - FINALIZED
• Incorporates Academy & ASCRS recommendations
• Same day bilateral surgery is covered, meeting appropriate criteria
• Effective 10/13/2024

MIGS (Round #2) – FINALIZED (5 MACs)  WPS yes, Novitas no. 
• Incorporates Academy, AGS, ASCRS, & OOSS recommendations
• Effective 11/17/2024

Botulinum Toxin (CGS, NGS, Noridian, Palmetto, & WPS) – PROPOSED
• Deeply concerning limitation on dosage, muscle injection sites
• The Academy, ASOPRS, & NANOS submitted joint comments on 7/13/2024

Botulinum Toxin (Novitas & First Coast) – PROPOSED
• Much less restrictive than other five MACs
• The Academy, ASOPRS, & NANOS will submit joint comments by 11/23/2024

WPS A59805: Cataract Surgery

• aao.org/lcds
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Final Policies Effective 11/17 - WPS: L39907
• MACs no longer calling out specific devices and procedures as investigational/non-

covered

• The following are covered:

o 1 trabecular aqueous stent device per eye when performed with cataract surgery

o 1 subconjunctival space stent or trabecular aqueous stent device for use as a standalone 
procedure device per eye

• The following are NOT covered:
o Cataract surgery plus multiple procedures (e.g., stent and MIGS procedure) cannot be 

performed in the same eye at the same time

• Goniotomy, canaloplasty coverage mentioned only in context of multiple MIGS procedures

Audit Excellence 

Elevate your documentation
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Elevate Your Documentation

Good

Better 

Best
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Audit Excellence vs Perfection

• Continuous process improvement
• Valuing progress and growth
• Learning from mistakes
• Taking corrective action
• Solution oriented

ExcellenceExcellence

• Not achievable
• Leaves no room for errors
• Causes stress

PerfectionPerfection

"Perfection is not 
attainable, but if we 
chase perfection, we 
can catch excellence." 
Vince Lombardi

Audit Realities

Cataract Surgery

SMRC Audit –
2019 surgeries

Palmetto TPE           
Oct 2023 – Dec 2023

14% denial 
rate

Novitas TPE Fall 2023 
and Spring 2024

1st round 7-22% 
denial rate        

2nd round - no 
improvement

Noridian TPE 

Jan 2024 – Mar 2024

55% denial 
rate

ASCs also 
targeted

NEW project: 
SMRC Audit –

2022 
surgeries

51%
failure
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Audit Realities

Intravitreal Injection

SMRC Audit –
2019 procedures

TPE, RAC audits ongoing

Recent NGS Lucentis, 
2021 Novitas 

Eylea/Lucentis and 2023 
Palmetto Lucentis 

MAC CBR – Eylea

Notified when 
an outlier, 
above 50th 
percentile

OIG Investigations 
ongoing

Report 
expected in 

2024

29%
failure

Audit Targets

Botox injectionsBotox injections BlepharoplastyBlepharoplasty

E/M 
office/outpatient 

and hospital 
inpatient

E/M 
office/outpatient 

and hospital 
inpatient

Testing servicesTesting services
SNF 

consolidated 
billing

SNF 
consolidated 

billing

JW or JZ 
modifier
JW or JZ 
modifier

Expand beyond 
cataract surgery and 
intravitreal injections

and more.... 
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Complete
Documentation

Correct    
Coding

Audit 
Excellence

Payer 
Policy

Complex Cataract Surgery

CPT code 66982

Requires devices 
or techniques not 

generally used 
in routine cataract 

surgery
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Complex Cataract Surgery

Why

Miotic pupil that will not dilate

Preexisting zonular weakness

Mature cataract (per payer policy)

How

Requiring use of a mechanical iris 
expansion device

Requiring use of capsular tension rings 
or segments or intraocular suturing 

of the intraocular lens

Requiring dye for visualization of 
capsulorhexis

What else? Pediatric cataract surgery

CPT Code 66982

OP Report: Courtesy of Richard Hoffman, MD

Why?Why?

How? How? Secondary ICD-10Secondary ICD-10

BEST
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Case #1: Punctal Plugs

Chief Complaint
• Foreign body sensation, left eye

Impression/plan
• Dry eye syndrome, both eyes. Schirmer's test, OU. Punctal plugs, collagen 0.5 

mm inserted, BLL today. Start artificial tears BID OU.

Procedure
• Punctal plugs, collagen OU. Diagnosis: dry eye syndrome. Patient tolerated the 

procedure well. There were no complications. Post-op instructions give. Size: 0.5 
mm.

Case #1: Punctal Plugs

Who is 
the 

Payer?

Payer 
policy

www.alliancehealthplan.org/document-library/73216/
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Case #1: Punctal Plugs

Audit Realities

Noridian JE
TPE of 68761 Closure of lacrimal 

punctum by plug 
(April 1, 2024, to June 30, 2024)

Documentation does not 
support the medical 

necessity for this number 
of services or items 

within this timeframe.

Failure to Return 
Records

The documentation 
submitted is not legible

46.10%
failure
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Case 2: EHR Signatures

Doogie Howser, MD

Electronically signed by Doogie Howser, MD

Be the Auditor

Is this electronic 
signature compliant? 
Is this electronic 
signature compliant? 

If not, what's missing? If not, what's missing? 
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Case 3: E/M Level 5

Chief ComplaintChief Complaint
• Established patient presents with increasing dry, gritty and 

painful eyes
• History of cancer and currently undergoing chemotherapy

Impression/planImpression/plan
• Severe dry eye syndrome exacerbated by chemotherapy
• Prescribing Restasis and RTO in 1 month 

Be the Auditor

• Problem: 1 chronic illness with severe exacerbation or side 
effects of treatment (high)

• Risk: Drug therapy requiring intensive monitoring for toxicity 
(high) 

E/M Final Determination: CPT code 99215E/M Final Determination: CPT code 99215

• Why?

Approved or denied? Approved or denied? 
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Audit Realities

Evaluation and Management (E/M)

Noridian TPE - 99215 
(April 1, 2024 - June 30, 2024)

Documentation does 
not support the 

medical necessity of 
the level of service 

billed

Documentation did not 
include a valid signature 

and a response to 
attestation or signature 

log request was not 
received

Failure to return records

56%
failure
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Audit Realities

Evaluation and Management (E/M)

First Coast TPE
(Aug 2023-Feb 2024)

Documentation did not 
support the level of care 
billed.

Non-response to 
documentation request.

Novitas TPE  JH and JL
(June 2023 – June 2024)

Does not support 
medical necessity 
as listed in 
coverage 
requirements.

Insufficient 
documentation was 
provided to support 
the services as 
billed 

Documentation 
supported a higher or 
lower level of medical 
decision making

89% Minor
7% Moderate

4% Major
JH

59% Moderate
32% Major

JL
43% Moderate

38% Major

E/M Level 5

Pitfalls to avoid: Pitfalls to avoid: 
• Blinding disease in the future

• Must be as assessed during the encounter today
• "Severe" disease
• Emergent vs urgent surgery

Must meet 2 of 3 categoriesMust meet 2 of 3 categories
• Illness that poses a threat to body function, with 

treatment in the near term (problem) or the patient 
will go blind or have severe vision loss, today
• Decision regarding emergency major surgery 

(risk) or hospitalization
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Case 4: Lesion Removal

Chief ComplaintChief Complaint
• Established patient returns for annual diabetic exam.   No vision changes.  
• Lesion on right upper eyelid, causing irritation.  

Impression/planImpression/plan
• Type II Diabetes, no retinopathy or edema.  Return in 1 year.  Letter to PCP.
• Lesion, RUL, uncertain behavior, remove today.  Size <0.5 cm

ProcedureProcedure
• Excision of lesion, RUL.  2% of lidocaine was used to anesthetize the surrounding skin.  

Westcott scissors and forceps were used to remove the lesion (<0.5 cm) and sent to 
pathology. Cautery was used.  

Case #4: Lesion Removal

Who is the 
Payer?
• Novitas

L34938

Payer 
policy

Document Medical Necessity

C/C examples – obstructing vision, pain, oozing, change in size

Access your MAC policies at aao.org/lcds
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Case #4: Lesion Removal

Who is the 
Payer?
• WPS L35498

Payer 
policy

Document Medical Necessity

C/C examples – obstructing vision, pain, oozing, change in size

Access your MAC policies at aao.org/lcds

Code This Case

• CPT code 11440 Excision, other benign lesion including 
margins, except skin tag (unless listed elsewhere), face, ears, eyelids, 
nose, lips, mucous membrane; excised diameter 0.5 cm or less

• ICD-10 code: 

A. D48.1, neoplasm of uncertain behavior of 
connective and other soft tissue

B. D48.5, neoplasm of uncertain behavior of skin

C. D23.111, other benign neoplasm of skin of 
right upper eyelid, including canthus
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Case #4: Lesion Removal

Who is the 
Payer?
• Novitas 

A57113

Payer 
policy

• ICD-10 code
o D48.1 - noncovered

Access your MAC policies at aao.org/lcds

Case #4: Lesion Removal

Who is the 
Payer?
• WPS A57482

Payer 
policy

• ICD-10 code
o D48.1 – noncovered

o D48.5 - covered

o D23.1- covered

Access your MAC policies at aao.org/lcds



10/31/2024

23

Audit Realities

Novitas
TPE of Removal of Benign Lesions 

including 11440-11446
(January 2023 to current)

Documentation 
submitted for review 
was lacking evidence 
of medical necessity

Missing covered 
indication and/or no 
measurements were 

documented

Insufficient 
documentation – no 

response, invalid 
signature

Up to

91%
failure

Your Defense: OIG Compliance Plan

Written 
policies and 
procedures

Compliance 
leadership 
(culture)

Training and 
education

Open 
communicat

ion

Enforcing 
standards

Risk 
assessment 
audits and 
monitoring)

Corrective 
action 

initiatives

Strengthen Your Audit Armor
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Academy Resources

aao.org/coding

aao.org/audits

aao.org/retinapm

aao.org/em

aao.org/lcds

aao.org/consulting

aao.org/codequest

aao.org/store

Follow us on Instagram!

• Stay current:
o Access articles, coding resources

o View important coding updates

o Test your Knowledge with 
periodic Pop Quizzes and more!

•
@joywoodke

@aaoeye



10/31/2024

25

© 2024 American Academy of Ophthalmology


